
Community Meeting: Questions and Answers 

Meeting Date: May 31, 2011 

Location: Vena Avenue Elementary School in Arleta 

 

Below is a list of questions raised by meeting participants and the answers provided by 

Caltrans and contractor staff. 

 

Was there an environmental impact report [EIR] done?  

Yes, the EIR is available on the Caltrans website. Project plans are online as well. 

People are stealing rebar. What are you doing about theft? 

We’ve fenced the work area and posted “No Trespassing” signs. Please contact law 

enforcement if you see illegal activity.  

How can I find out about closures? 

You have several options: 

 Visit www.I-5info.com and click on “Closures.” 

 Call the toll-free hotline: (855) 454-6335. 

 Go to www.I-5info.com and sign up to receive closure lists automatically by email. 

What are you doing about dust mitigation when crews aren’t working? 

We’re spraying hydraulic mulch, which dries on top of the soil and helps keep it in place.  

You’re removing mature trees to widen the freeway. Will you replace them with 

mature trees? 

Planting mature trees is ineffective, because too often the trees die. We will be planting 

drought-tolerant groundcover, shrubs and trees. In time, the plantings will mature and 

provide a visual buffer.  

I’m concerned that the landscaping will die and become an eyesore. Who is 

responsible for maintaining it? 

The contractor will monitor the landscaping for a year after the project is completed and 

replace any vegetation that dies. After that, Caltrans Maintenance will maintain the 

landscaping. We will install an automatic irrigation system to provide adequate water. 

What will the walls look like? 

The walls have two components: retaining walls and soundwalls. The retaining walls will be 

cast-in-place concrete with a square pattern, like a windowpane, which will face homes. The 

sound walls, made of the brown blocks you see on many freeways, will be above that. 

Can we provide input on the soundwall design? 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/resources/envdocs/
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist07/
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/esc/oe/project_ads_addenda/07/07-1219U4/plans/as_advertised/
http://www.i-5info.com/
http://www.i-5info.com/


The design has already been vetted and approved, with consideration given to public input. 

Caltrans would need a compelling reason, such as safety, to change the design at this late 

stage, as construction contracts are bid on the basis of the design in the specs. 

Some houses are really close to the construction. How does Caltrans work with 

homeowners in that situation? 

Before we start construction, we get easements from property owners who will be directly 

impacted. For example, some homeowners have a new soundwall going up at the back of 

their lots. We have agreements with these residents.  

What phase is the project in? 

Stage 1, phase 2. The first phase was the pavement rehabilitation – concrete replacement 

and grinding. That’s been completed. We’re now widening the northbound side of the 

freeway and a small section near Branford on the southbound side. 

What’s the plan for Osborne Street ramp closures? 

Currently, the northbound on-ramp is open and the off-ramp is closed. The on-ramp will 

close later this year, but the Sheldon and Paxton ramps will be open when that happens. 

The off-ramp will open by the end of the year. 

Will Osborne Street be closed? 

There will be a few street closures at night when we’re setting beams and pouring concrete 

for the bridge widening, but Osborne will not be permanently closed for an extended period. 

Will there be signage when you close Osborne Street? 

Yes, we will have plenty of signage to assist motorists, and we will inform the community 

about closures ahead of time. 

What’s the plan for Branford Street ramp closures? 

The southbound on-ramp will remain closed until next year while the ramp is rebuilt. The 

southbound off-ramp will remain open until next year. 

Will the southbound Branford Street on-ramp be modified?  

Very little. The alignment won’t change much. 

Will there be a soundwall on the southbound Branford Street on-ramp? 

There will be a soundwall on the freeway side and on the bridge as you go further south.  

Two consecutive ramps have been closed. I thought you were going to stagger the 

closures. 

This is an unusual case. We have two projects right next to each other with different 

contractors. Both needed a ramp closure to protect motorists and workers. The ramps are 



so close together in this area that motorists only have to go a short distance to get to the 

next open ramp. So, we made an exception to the staggered-closure policy that will allow 

Caltrans to expedite the project. We’ve posted signs and clearly marked detours to aid 

drivers. 

Where is the money for this project coming from? 

From seven sources, mostly federal. Here’s the breakdown:  

ARRA FUNDS (SHOPP): $15,817,000 

ARRA FUNDS (RSTP): $15,420,000 

RIP FUND (Bond-State): $41,801,000 

RSTP FUND: $3,019,000 

CMAQ FUND: $27,360,000 

STATE 1B BOND (SLPP): $25,194,000 

LOCAL FUNDS (Prop C): $11,572,689 

Can you put an article in the Los Angeles Time about this project to inform the 

public? 

Caltrans cannot dictate content to any media outlet, but we’re using multiple platforms to 

reach residents and businesses, including a dedicated website, hotline, press releases, hand 

delivery of flyers, brochures, and meetings like this one. 

The lines on the freeway before Lankershim are confusing. Can you fix that? 

The striping on Lankershim isn’t related to this project, but whenever you notice a problem 

with a Caltrans freeway, please call us at (213) 897-3656 and we’ll look into it. 

People are making illegal u-turns on Osborne Street under the freeway. Can you 

do something about that? 

Osborne Street is under the jurisdiction of the Los Angeles Department of Transportation, 

not Caltrans, so you should report the problem to them. [Lorena Bernal, field deputy for 

Councilman Tony Cardenas, reports that LADOT is looking into the issue.]   

There was a lot of damage to the streets the last time a big construction project 

was done in this area. Will you repair the streets when you’re done? 

Caltrans will repair any damage caused by the project.  


