
Caltrans Construction Notice 
I-5/HOV Improvements 

(SR-134 to Magnolia Blvd.) 

Frequestly Asked Questions 
Tree-Cutting/Landscaping Questions: 
 
Q:  Is Caltrans going to plant new trees to buffer 
noise and dust? 
 
A:  Trees will be planted in areas where there is sufficient 
space, per Caltrans Policies and Standards, to plant 
them.  Only soundwalls are proven to abate freeway 
noise.   
 
Q:  Will the Right-of-Way at the east end of 500 block 
of Winchester have any trees installed? 
 
A:  All vegetation has been removed from this area due to 
construction activities.  Due to the limited plantable area 
remaining, only vines and mulch and/or ground cover will 
be planted. 
 
Q:  Will some of the trees between Justin Ave. and 
Ruberta be saved? 
 
A:  Due to the roadway construction activities, none of the 
trees can be preserved in place. 
 
Q:  How many of each tree species will be planted? 
 
A:  Within the project limits, the proposed quantities in-
clude: 7 Coast Live Oak , 79 Canary Island Pine , 76 
Crepe Myrtle, 36 California Sycamore, and 173 California 
Pepper. 
 
Q:  When will all the trees be re-planted?  
 
A:  Planting is not done until after roadway construction is 
complete. 
 
Q:  Will the new ground cover that will be planted pro-
vide not only rodent control but also spider control? 
 
A:  Vegetation does not provide rodent nor spider control.  
Per Glendale residences request, another ground cover 
other than Algerian Ivy will be planted in their locations. 

 
Southbound: There will be a continuous soundwall from 
Western Ave. to the south end of LA River bridge. 
 
Northbound: A new soundwall will be built further away 
from the freeway, but at the same location. 
 
Q:  Will we have a soundwall installed at the east end 
of 500 block of Winchester?  
 
A:  Yes 

 
Q:  How close to Emans Way will the new soundwall 
be? 
 
A:  A new soundwall will be built about 60 feet from the 
centerline of Emens Way. 
 
Q:  What will be the property impact to the homes 
near the freeway? 
 
A: All work will be done in Caltrans right of way and no 
physical impact should be experienced. However, con-
struction noise and minor vibration (near bridges) should 
be expected. 
 
Q:  Is the current soundwall is too low for modern 
truck. Can the wall be increased by 3 to 5 more feet? 
 
A:  The existing soundwall is 10 feet to 12 feet high. The 
new soundwall will be 14 feet high which will meet the 
soundwall selection criteria within the federal noise reduc-
tion policy. 
 
Q: What are the steps taken for the removal of a 

soundwall? 
 
A:  The soundwall will be knocked down by heavy con-
struction equipment, i.e. loader, backhoe, excavators. 
 
Q: How long does the removal take? 

 
A: 12 days per contractor’s schedule. 
 
Q:  How long will the new soundwall be up? 
 
A:  Per contractor’s schedule, it will take 160 days to build 
both retaining and soundwall.  
 
Q:  Once the soundwall is removed, how will the 

Soundwall Questions: 
 
Q:  How far will the new wall extend in comparison to 
the old/existing wall? 
 
A:  The existing soundwall ends before the LA River. The 
proposed soundwall will end after the LA River. 



homes be protected from the freeway? 
 
A:  Soundwall construction will be behind K-rails as pro-
vided by the traffic handling plan in Stage 1 Phase 1A. 
 
Q:  Can the new soundwall be constructed before you 
remove the old one? 
 
A:  The existing wall has to be demolished to make room 
for the new wall construction. 

 
Q:  Can Caltrans build a new wall section by section 
such as a panel wall? 
 
A:  Not at the proposed location for the new wall. Panel 
wall does not meet the requirement for traffic impacts at 
this location. Additionally, both masonry block and panel 
wall require reinforced foundation work.  The bulk of con-
struction time is involved with foundation work. Above 
foundation level, the prefabricated panel does not offer 
significant time savings. For example, an average crew 
member team can complete around 300 feet of block wall 
in a week whereas a hand prefabricated panel wall may 
take two to three days.  
 
A masonry block wall is less expensive and easier to re-
pair in case of damage due to an accident. Since existing 
adjacent soundwalls are masonry block, using masonry 
block throughout the project will provide a consistent look. 

Blvd for southbound traffic to merge to the SR-134 from 
the HOV lane; the HOV lane ends south of Sonora Ave.  
past the Western on-ramp. You can either start merging 
at this point or exit the HOV lane around the Alameda 
Ave. on- and off-ramp. 
 
Q:  What will be the impact on the east side of the I-5 
Northbound Western off-ramp? 
 
A:  There should be no impact from this project. The 
Western Project will realign the I-5 northbound on - and 
off-ramps at Western Ave. to just south of Winchester 
Ave. and up to Flower St. by employing a hook ramp for-
mation. 

General Questions: 
 
Q:  Was an air quality study conducted?  
 
A:  Yes.  The most recent Air Quality Report was done 
in May 2008.  Transportation projects in California are 
required to abide by the requirements of the Federal 
Clean Air Act and the California Clean Air Act.  If a pro-
ject would violate a particular pollutant standard, it can-
not be included in the Transportation Conformity plan 
(SCAG’s RTP) and cannot be built.  This project was 
included in the 2004 RTP.  
 
Q:  How is my property going to be affected by this 
project?  
 
A:  The new soundwall will be 5 to 6 feet closer to the 
fence than the existing soundwall and 21 to 22 feet from 
the existing fence line. 
 
Q:  Interchanges, Western and Alameda, are used 
as mixed lanes to the freeway; will these “through” 
lanes be changed and how does the HOV merge to 
the SR-134? 
 
A:  The “through lanes” at Western and Alameda will 
not be changed in this project. However, the Western 
Project in the city of Glendale will take away the 
“through lanes” NB Western.  The project limits start 
from just north of the SR-134/I-5 separation to Magnolia 


