
 

 

 
 
 

1. What is Caltrans doing to the Burbank Western Channel and why is it necessary? 
 

Caltrans will cover a section of the channel adjacent to Leland Way with concrete 
slabs to accommodate a portion of the new northbound I-5 Empire Avenue off-
ramp, which is part of the I-5 Empire Project. (The channel cover will also help 
reduce odor and the mosquito population.)  
 
2. What part of Leland Way will be affected? 
 

The section along the west side of Leland Way from the alley on the north end of 
the street to the cul-de-sac on the south end. The work zone will extend about 13 
feet into the street. Residents’ driveways will not be affected. 
 
3. What work will be performed? 
 

The work will include drilling for piles, installing a concrete cover over the channel and building a new 
soundwall, among other operations. 
 
4. When will the work begin and how long will it take? 
 

Caltrans is working with the contractor on a revised construction schedule. As soon as the start date is 
confirmed, it will be posted on the I-5 website and emailed to residents who have provided email 
addresses. The work will take about 10 months to complete. 
 
5. What will the work hours be?  
 

Daytime hours, 6:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. Other hours may be required to 
accommodate material deliveries and equipment servicing. 
 
6. Will the existing soundwall be taken down before the new one is constructed? 
 

Caltrans is working with the contractor to identify construction strategies that would allow the existing 
soundwall to remain in place until the new one is built.  
 
7. What will the order of construction be? 
 

First, the contractor will secure the construction area and set up traffic control for safety. This will be 
followed by excavation, drilling for pile installation, installing the concrete cover over the channel, 
constructing a new soundwall and lighting facilities, and finally, picking up the traffic control and 
cleaning up the area. Assuming the existing soundwall is left in place while the new one is constructed, 
the contractor will return later to remove the existing soundwall. 
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Caltrans thanks you for your patience and understanding during construction. 



 
8. Will residents lose street parking? 
 

During construction, there will be no parking on the channel side of the street. Additionally, parking 
will be restricted on the residential side of the street in segments. Each segment will be affected for 
several weeks at a time. Parking will continue to be available on the unaffected part of Leland Way. 
When the contractor moves on to the next segment, the parking restriction area will move as well.  
 
9. Will there be any full closures on Leland Way? 
 

Yes, there will be a six-week period during which a large crane will be used to place the concrete panels 
over the channel. This work will occur during daytime hours. While this operation is underway, it will 
be necessary to close a portion of Leland Way to protect motorists. Driveways will remain accessible.  
 
10. Will the permanent configuration of Leland Way change? 
 

The permanent configuration of Leland Way will change slightly. The width of the street will be 
reduced from 40 feet to 34 feet. The alley will be reduced from 20 feet to 17 feet. These changes will 
not affect street parking. 
 
11. Will the work generate noise and/or vibration? 
 

All construction projects generate some noise, but we do not expect extensive noise impacts from this 
work. The contractor will comply with all pertinent federal, state and local noise regulations. Vibration 
impacts are expected to be minimal. 
 
12. How can I get more information about this project? 
 

Visit I-5info.com and click on the map segment labeled “I-5 HOV/Magnolia Boulevard to Buena Vista 
Street.” You can also call the toll-free I-5 Info Line at (855) 454-6335. 

  

Caltrans thanks you for your patience and understanding during construction. 

Sign up to receive project updates in your inbox! 

 

Go to I-5info.com, and in the left 

column under Stay Informed, select 

Magnolia Boulevard to Buena 
Vista Street. Then enter your email 

and click Submit. You’ll receive 
project updates, including information 
about construction activities and 
closures, about once per week. You 
can unsubscribe at any time. 

The construction schedule, parking restrictions and closures are subject to change. Visit I-5info.com for updates. 


